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Fresno and Hilmar Residents Awarded California Milk Advisory Board Internship

Lauren Reid of Fresno, CA and Kate Rector of Hilmar, CA were selected for the Career Internship Program sponsored by the California Milk Advisory Board (CMAB). The six-week summer program provides top California college students with the opportunity to work in California’s Dairy Industry and learn first-hand how dairy products move from the farm to the table.  Both were selected because of their superior academic record and desire to pursue a career in the California Dairy Industry. 

 

“California’s milk production has doubled in the past twenty years and it’s important that we develop new leaders as our dairy industry continues to grow,” said Stan G. Andre, CEO of the CMAB. “Talented young adults like Lauren represent the future of our industry and this program provides them with an exceptional opportunity for a hands-on professional dairy experience.”

 

Reid, 21, is a junior at California State University, Fresno and will graduate in May 2010 with a B.S. in Dairy Science.  Reid has been an active member of the CSU Fresno Dairy Club and the National Dairy Challenge Team, where she received a Gold Award at the regional level.  In addition, she serves as a College of Agriculture Ambassador and Associated Student Body Treasurer.  Reid is a 2008 graduate of the Dairy Cattle Science Study Abroad Program in Belize.  Currently, she is employed by Fred Rau Dairy, Inc. in Fresno.  Her future plans include attending graduate school and managing her family’s dairy farm.

 

Rector, 22, is a junior at Cal Poly State University, San Luis Obispo and will graduate in June 2010 with a B.S. in Dairy Science and Agriculture Business and a minor in Agricultural Communications.  Rector has been an active member of the Los Lecheros Dairy Club and Dairy Cattle Judging Team.  She has also been a member of the National and California Junior Jersey Associations, where she has competed in the National Jersey Youth Achievement Contest for three years.  Rector currently serves as head milker and safety coordinator for the Cal Poly Dairy and plans to pursue a career in marketing and promotions for the dairy industry following the internship program.

 

Schulenburg Plant Marks Start of $39.4 Million Expansion

To keep pace with steadily growing production demands, the Dairy Farmers of America, Inc. (DFA) plant in Schulenburg, Texas, is undergoing a major renovation. The $39.4 million project will include expanding the physical space and installing new equipment at the facility, and will add 70 jobs to the area. 

A key component of the project is the addition of a complete packaging line, which will nearly double the plant’s capacity. The plant also is upgrading and adding equipment for its waste water system. Construction began in early May and is slated for completion in early 2010. 

Already prominent in Schulenburg, DFA will become one of the largest employers in the community following the expansion. The Schulenburg plant is a leading manufacturer for shelf-stable cheese dips and salsa. Originally built in 1929 by Carnation Co., it was the first milk plant in the state of Texas. Mid-America Dairymen (now DFA) bought the plant 45 years later and has owned and operated the plant since. 

The City of Schulenburg has contributed substantial support to the project, including $3.2 million in utility, street and waste water system upgrades. City officials also have actively worked to create an Enterprise Zone City, which allows for a lower sales tax rate on the project, and have supported rezoning needs, temporary variances for construction and grants. 

“A strong focus on creating quality products and a positive work environment has allowed the plant to enjoy growth that benefits both the City and its residents,” said Art Farris, chief operating officer of DFA’s Ingredients and Contract Manufacturing division. “This expansion reinforces the Cooperative’s commitment to the communities it serves, and to delivering a strong return for our members, who work hard every day to produce the wholesome dairy ingredients used in these products.” 

Additional project highlights include a new warehouse, boiler area and product cooling tunnel, expanded freezer space for raw materials storage, and a processing kitchen for raw material handling. Docks and parking facilities also will be expanded. In addition, employee support areas including break rooms and restrooms will be updated and expanded. 

Dairy Farmers Working Together Announces Support of the Dairy Price Stabilization Program in Partnership with Holstein Association USA and the Milk Producers Council     

Dairy Farmers Working Together announces support of the Dairy Price Stabilization Program in partnership with the Holstein Association USA and the Milk Producers Council. 
  
DFWT, a grass roots dairy producer group has traveled around the US for the past two years, seeking input and ideas on a new national dairy program.  "We felt the timing was right to take action and to come together to unify our industry with a plan which can help stabilize the price of milk.  Additionally the Dairy Price Stabilization Program has been the plan we have heard about the most, seen support for and meets our criteria," said Amanda St Pierre, dairy farmer and member of DFWT.  "We are living the same life as our fellow dairy producers across the country and understand the desperation.  Their message has consistently been you need to balance supply and demand before any of the other price issues can be addressed." 
  
"On behalf of the 30,000 Holstein Association USA members from coast to coast, we are delighted that Dairy Farmers Working Together is working in concert with the Milk Producers Council and us in advancing the Dairy Price Stabilization Program.  We are optimistic that the Program will stabilize the peaks and valleys of milk prices which have been so difficult for our nation's dairy producers," stated John M. Meyer, Chief Executive Officer, Holstein Association USA, Inc. 
  
“The dairy families we represent are proud to stand side-by-side with forward-thinking groups like Dairy Farmers Working Together and Holstein Association USA ,” said Rob Vandenheuvel, General Manager of Milk Producers Council, based in California . "The Dairy Price Stabilization Program is an innovative plan that doesn’t dictate how much milk any particular dairyman can produce, but rather provides a tangible, financial incentive for dairies to manage their milk production.  This modest financial incentive can effectively keep supply and demand in better balance, resulting in a much more stable milk price.  This is a uniquely-American concept for maintaining a better supply-demand balance, and one that Milk Producers Council strongly stands behind.” 

More information can be found at www.dfwt.org or by calling 802-777-4794
