Dairy July 2009 – Newsbites
Arizona Dairy Production Conference – October 15, 2009

The Eighth Annual Arizona Dairy Production will be held on Thursday, October 15, 2009 at the Hilton Garden Inn Phoenix Airport in Phoenix. 

This is a one day conference that provides technical information and industry updates to dairy producers and their employees, extension personnel, veterinarians, nutritionists, milk quality specialists and others involved in dairy operations in Arizona. 

With 139 licensed dairies and 1331 cows per dairy (or 173,000 total head) the State of Arizona ranks 2nd in the nation for herd size and 3rd in the nation for pounds of milk produced per cow with 22,855 milk pounds per cow. The networking opportunities are great as many of the Dairy Producers attend this event. 

All sponsors will be recognized at the registration table and inside the conference room. Other options for each level are detailed on the sponsor form.

For more information, contact Julie Stefanic, Conference Coordinator at 520-626-1754 or via email at stefanic@Ag.arizona.edu.
Ethiopian scientist named 2009 World Food Prize Laureate

The 2009 World Food Prize will be awarded to Dr. Gebisa Ejeta of Ethiopia, whose sorghum hybrids resistant to drought and the devastating Striga weed have dramatically increased the production and availability of one of the world’s five principal grains and enhanced the food supply of hundreds of millions of people in sub-Saharan Africa.

By partnering with leaders and farmers across sub-Saharan Africa and educational institutions in the U.S. and abroad, Dr. Ejeta has personally trained and inspired a new generation of African agricultural scientists that is carrying forth his work.

Dr. Ejeta’s scientific breakthroughs in breeding drought-tolerant and Striga-resistant sorghum have been combined with his persistent efforts to foster economic development and the empowerment of subsistence farmers through the creation of agricultural enterprises in rural Africa. He has led his colleagues in working with national and local authorities and nongovernmental agencies so that smallholder farmers and rural entrepreneurs can catalyze efforts to improve crop productivity, strengthen nutritional security, increase the value of agricultural products, and boost the profitability of agricultural enterprise – thus fostering profound impacts on lives and livelihoods on broader scale across the African continent.

To view the complete story, visit www.worldfoodprize.org/press_room/2009/june/ejeta.htm

Grocery prices continue decline

New data released by the federal government shows consumers are paying less for groceries than they were just six months ago. This decrease comes amid increased production and use of ethanol, often the scapegoat of choice by food manufactures and meat processors when grocery prices rise.

According to the Consumer Price Index (CPI) released today by the Bureau of Labor Statistics, prices for groceries (food consumed at home) declined for the sixth straight month, and prices for all the major grocery store individual food groups declined compared to April. The index for meats, poultry, fish, and eggs showed the largest one-month decrease at -0.9 percent. Prices for dairy products, fruits and vegetables, and beverages also showed noticeable declines.

“Against the backdrop of tremendously volatile energy and food markets over the past 36 months, the one constant that has remained is increased production and use of fuel ethanol,” said Renewable Fuels Association Vice President of Research Geoff Cooper. 
“Oil prices have spiked to historic levels and crashed dramatically. Food prices have spiked and fallen at a rate not seen since 1950. Yet, America’s ethanol producers continue to steadily increase our supply of domestic renewable fuel, which cuts oil imports and reduces greenhouse gas emissions. Given this consistency, it is clear that a host of unpredictable factors such as runaway oil and energy prices, exchange rates, changing diets, and weather events have had a far greater influence on food prices than American ethanol production.”

To view the complete story, visit http://westernfarmpress.com/news/grocery-prices-0618/

NMC, MAC jointly host mastitis prevention and milk quality conference
In a first-time partnership, NMC and the Mid-Atlantic Consortium (MAC) attracted nearly 200 individuals to the Joint NMC Regional Meeting and MAC Conference, held May 27-28, in Wilkes-Barre, Pa. Attendees represented various facets of the dairy industry and included extension educators and specialists, producers, veterinarians, consultants, equipment and pharmaceutical suppliers, field reps, and students.

Five pre-conference short courses addressed practical mastitis control and milk quality issues. One of the short courses focused on animal welfare evaluation for mastitis control and improved milk quality; it was held on a local dairy farm and led by Jim Reynolds of the School of Veterinary Medicine, University of California Davis. Reynolds addressed animal welfare later in the meeting’s general session as well. 

The other short courses presented thoughts about understanding the interactions between the milking machine and dairy cow; a mastitis problem-solving case study specific to a 600-cow dairy; tools to assess and monitor subclinical mastitis control practices; and integrating therapy into a quality milk program.
